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Brazosport AreaChamber of Commerce

Congratulations to Outstanding Volunteer Neldia 
Ahlquist, Neldal Insurance Agency, for taking the time 
from her busy schedule to serve as Master of 
Ceremonies at so many ribbon cuttings.  We appreciate 
you so much!  

Many thanks to those members who answered the 
membership survey this year.  Your response was 
greatly appreciated and the answers were used to 
formulate the 2019 Strategic Plan at the Board Retreat 

which was held on October 19th.  

I would like to invite you to attend the State of the Community Luncheon on 
Wednesday, November 28th at 12:00 noon at the Dow Academic Center.  The 
guest speakers will be Danny Massey, Superintendent, Brazosport I.S.D. and Gary 
Basinger, Economic Development Alliance for Brazoria County.  For 
reservations, please contact the chamber office or make your reservation on-line at 
Brazosport.org.

I am pleased to announce that our 2019 Annual Banquet has been scheduled for 
Tuesday, February 5th at the Dow Academic Center.  The guest speaker will be Jim 
McIngvale, owner of Gallery Furniture.  Please mark your calendars and plan to 
attend.  

As the Thanksgiving holiday is near, I would like to take this opportunity to thank 
you for your support of the Brazosport Area Chamber of Commerce.  Without our 
members, our organization would cease to exist so thank you so much for your 
contributions that make this organization so effective.

Happy Thanksgiving to you and your family!

Sincerely,

Robert “Bob” Sipple
Chairman of the Board
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 Brazosport Professionals N etwork
The Brazosport Professionals Network met in August with guest speaker Stephanie Sherrodd, President 

& CEO, TDECU-Your Credit Union, who shared her perspective on leading organizations and teams 
through change and growth.

L to R: Meredith King, True to Life Ministries 
& Co-Chair, B.P.N.

and guest speaker Stephanie Sherrodd, President 
& C.E.O., TDECU-Your Credit Union 

Outstanding Volunteer 
Neldia Ahlquist, Neldal Insurance, was recognized as 

Outstanding Volunteer for attending and serving as Master of 
Ceremonies at several of the ribbon cuttings this year.  

Many thanks to BASF Corp. for sponsoring the 
B.P.N. luncheon in August.

The Brazosport Professionals Network met in September with guest speaker Danny Massey, 
Superintendent, Brazosport I.S.D.

Brittany Rosenbaum, B.I.S.D. Education 
Foundation, Danny Massey, Superintendent, 

B.I. S. D. & Gabriella Cone, Dow Texas 
Operations & luncheon sponsor.

Brittany Rosenbaum, B.I.S.D. Education 
foundation, introduces guest speaker Danny 

Massey, Superintendent, B.I. S. D. 
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Membership Luncheon
Representatives of the U.S. Department of Agriculture Rural Development 

Programs addressed the topic of “Investing in Rural America to expand 
Economic Opportunities.”    

L to R:  Bob Sipple, Brazosport Chamber Chairman of the Board; Brazoria County Judge 
Matt Sebesta; Judge Jack Brown; Art Vandaveer, TDECU-Business Services; Megan 
Morris, USDA-Angleton Office; Catrina Southall; Angela Richardson Woods, USDA; 

Mike Wilson, Port Freeport; Fred Ortiz, Lake Jackson EMS; Joe Ripple, Brazoria County 
Flood Plain Director; C.J. Snipes, Clute City Manager.

Thanks to TDECU Business Services for sponsoring the luncheon and Art Vandaveer for 
organizing this event!



Legislative ForEcast
86th

L to R: Judge Matt Sebesta, Master of Ceremonies; 
State Senator Larry Taylor; State Representative 

Dennis Bonnen; State Senator Joan Huffman & State 
Representative Ed Thompson.

L to R:  Callie Venable, West Columbia Chamber of Commerce; 
Judge Matt Sebesta, Master of Ceremonies; Johanna 

McWilliams, Alvin-Manvel Chamber of Commerce; State 
Senator Larry Taylor; Sandra Shaw, Brazosport Area 

Chamber; State Representative Dennis Bonnen; Ashley 
Lancaster, Brazoria Chamber of Commerce; State 

Representative Ed Thompson; State Senator Joan Huffman; 
Michelle Allison, Angleton Chamber of Commerce; Gary 

Basinger, The Economic Development Alliance for Brazoria 
County & Carol Bucek, Pearland Chamber of Commerce.

The Pre-Legislative Luncheon Co-Sponsored by the Economic Development 
Alliance and the Alvin, Angleton, Brazoria, Brazosport Area, Pearland, Sweeny, 
West Columbia Chambers of Commerce.  The guest speakers were State Senator 

Larry Taylor, State Senator Joan Huffman, State Representative Dennis Bonnen & 
State Representative Ed Thompson.
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Brazosport College, The Economic Development 
Alliance for Brazoria County and the Angleton, 
Brazoria, Brazosport Area, Sweeny and West 

Columbia Chambers of Commerce held a 50 Year 
Anniversary Luncheon for Brazosport College with 

guest speaker Dr. Jonathan Turley, George 
Washington University Law School

Dr. Jonathan Turley, George Washington University 
Law School, spoke about "Unpacking the Supreme 

Court: History, Hierarchy and Headlines"

A large crowd attended the 50th Anniversary 
Luncheon for Brazosport College

Dr. Millicent Valek, President, 
Brazosport College
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54 Construction
33611 Blue Crab Ct., Richwood
Jason Rivera, 281-899-9415
General Contractor

Allison Audiology & Hearing Aid Center
135 Oyster Creek Drive, Ste. H, Lake Jackson
Dr. Jana Emola-Austin, 979-292-8501
www.allisonaudiology.com
Hearing Aid Sales & Service

Bahama Buck's
806 N. Dixie Drive, Ste. A, Clute
Kelly Roberts, 979-316-3475
https://www.facebook.com/bbtx1326/
Restaurant/Food/Beverages

Eckerds Pharmacy
120 Circle Way, Ste. 7F, Lake Jackson
AJ Patel, 979-341-9811
http://www.myeckerds.com
Pharmacy

NewMembers

Gigi's Cupcakes
200 W. Hwy. 332, Ste. D, Lake Jackson
Starla Crawford, 281-543-1531
www.gigiscupcakesusa.com
Bakery, Catering-Desserts, Gift Shop

Max Rehab & Sport, LLC
208 Dixie Drive, Clute
Lauren Bowles, 979-265-2755
www.maxrehabsport.com
Physical Therapy Rehabilitation

Brazosport Rotary Club
P.O. Box 71, Lake Jackson
Lucy Pendon, 979-864-6610
https://portal.clubrunner.ca/brazosport
Non-Profit Organization

TBT Real Estate
108 This Way, Lake Jackson
Tammie Bell, 979-299-0001
www.tbtrealestatetx.com
Real Estate
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our Newest Chamber Members
Say Hi & Connect!

http://www.allisonaudiology.com
https://www.facebook.com/bbtx1326/
http://www.myeckerds.com
http://www.gigi'scupcakesusa.com
http://www.maxrehabsport.com
https://portal.clubrunner.ca/brazosport
http://www.tbtrealestatetx.com


Ribbon Cuttings

Lola Stardust Fine Art Studio & Gallery
18 Circle Way, Ste. 1, Lake Jackson
Suzanne Lola Sauter, 979-922-9660

www.facebook.com/lolastardustfineart/
Fine Arts/Art Class Studio/Retail

One on One Mobility Rehab
512 This Way, Lake Jackson

Dr. Kendell Arceneaux, 979-292-8334
www.1on1mobilityrehab.com

Healthcare

Panda Tree Studio with Kindermusik
34 Lack Lane, Clute

Lauren Ridenour, 979-665-1647
www.pandatreestudio.com

Children's Play/Event Services/Facility

Floors For Living
201 Hwy. 332 W., Ste. 201-A, Lake Jackson

Craig Eubanks, 979-266-9465
www.floorsforliving.com
Flooring Sales/Installation ~7~

http://www.facebook.com/lolastardustfineart/
http://www.1on1mobilityrehab.com
http://www.pandatreestudio.com
http://www.floorsforliving.com


Ribbon Cuttings

Bird Observation Tower Dedication 
Gulf Coast Bird Observatory
814 Lamar Street, Quintana

979-233-0848

Max Rehab & Sport, LLC
208 Dixie Drive, Clute

Lauren Bowles, 979-265-2755
www.maxrehabsport.com

Physical Therapy Rehabilitation

S&B Engineers & Constructors, Ltd.
448 Plantation Drive, Lake Jackson

Steve Shenk, 713-652-6860
www.sbec.com

Engineering, Procurement & Construction

Events All Around
1806 N. Brazosport Blvd., Richwood

Jessica Haviland, 979-849-5595
www.eventsallaroundllc.com

Event Equipment Rental & Planning ~8~

http://www.maxrehabsport.com
http://www.sbec.com
http://www.eventsallaroundllc.com


Ribbon Cuttings

Wine Revue, LLC
219 Parking Way, Lake Jackson
Autumn Barrier, 979-292-8180

www.winerevue.net
Restaurant/Bar

TBT Real Estate
108 This Way, Lake Jackson
Tammie Bell, 979-299-0001

www.tbtrealestatetx.com
Real Estate

Gabriella Cone, Dow Chemical Company, for sponsoring the Brazosport 
Professionals Network luncheon meeting in September.

TownePlace Suites by Marriott, for the goodie bag.

Ruth Dunlap, Honey Baked Ham, for the delicious cookies.

Congratulations to Sandra Shaw, 
Brazosport Chamber President & 
C.E.O., for being named a Paul 

Harris Fellow by The Brazosport 
Rotary Club in appreciation for 

her numerous contributions to the 
Brazosport Community. Pictured: 
Sandra Shaw (Left) and Barbara 

Franklin, Brazosport Rotary Club.

Sandra Shaw was Named a Paul Harris Fellow!
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Sandra Shaw attended 
the BACH Luncheon 
in September.  
L to R:  Sandra Shaw, 
President & CEO, 
Brazosport Chamber, 
Temple Grandin, guest 
speaker, Nancy 

Wollam, Representative Dennis Bonnen's Office & Jim 
McIngvale, Gallery Furniture.

BACH Luncheon

http://www.winerevue.net
http://www.tbtrealestatetx.com


Network
Mixer
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Friends of Brazoria Wildlife Refuges and the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
Texas Mid-Coast National Wildlife Refuge Complex held a Network Mixer in 
October to celebrate National Wildlife Refuge Week at the Brazoria National 

Wildlife Refuge.

Friends of the Brazoria & San Bernard 
Wildlife Refuges

Sandra Shaw, Brazosport Chamber President & C.E.O.; 
Ravi Singhania, Port Freeport Commissioner and Ed 
Barrios, Friends of Brazoria & San Bernard Wildlife 

Refuges.

Debbie & Mike Lopeman, Grape Taste 
Restaurant owners

Shane Pirtle, Port Freeport Commissioner & 
Linda Pirtle, Dow Chemical Company
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Our “Retire the Debt” building campaign is an on-going campaign until the building note is paid 
in full.  We will continue to list our donors in future publications.  The following are the 
donations received since 2011 to date.  We are so grateful to these members for their 

contributions to the Chamber as well as the community. 

$2,500:
Freeport LNG

$1150:
Gordon & Nancy Wollam

$1,100:
The Dow Chemical Company

Gulf Coast S&S
Leo Martin Chevrolet

$850:
American Realty

BASF Corp.
CHI St. Luke's Health Brazosport

$650:
Corky & Vicki Melass

$600:
First National Bank
Dr. Perry Mueller

$550:
Blue Water Dental Care

Kid's Way Clinic
Art & Lynn Vandaveer

$500:
Representative Dennis & Kim Bonnen

Brazosport CAER
CenterPoint Energy
K&S Restaurants

Nalco
Shintech

Bob & Lori Sipple
$451:

Comfort Suites
$450:

MSR Houston, LLC
$300:

Dairy Bar
Killum Pest Control
Kitty's Purple Cow

Commissioner Dude & Debra Payne

$250:
Dr. Alkesh Amin, M.D.P.A.

Brazosport Leadership Class of 2015
Brown's Auto Sales

Great American Title
McDonough Engineering

Merrill Lynch
SI Group, Inc.

State Farm Insurance—George Franklin
David & Renee Winder

$210:
Snap Fitness

$200:
Dr. T.E. Allen

Angleton Decorating & Upholstery Center
Clute Pawn & Jewelry

Freeport Welding & Fabrication, Inc.
iAD Architects
Sharon Rogers

TJ's Lube
Tom's Pawn

Wells Fargo Advisors—Gary Foose
$150:

Luycx Plumbing
Mejia Industrial Supply

Judge Matt Sebesta
Texas Crewboats

$125:
Sandlin Broadcasting Company

$100:
Baymont Inn & Suites
Beach Front Properties

Blue Water Dental Center
Brazosport Pediatric Clinic, PA

Brevard Company
Tom Chaffin

D-Square Foundation Repair
Freeport-Lakewood Funeral Homes

Goodpaster's & Associates
Infinity Construction Services, LP

$100 Continued:
Offshore Oil Services

On the River/River Point Restaurants
Port Freeport

Prather & Harlan A/C
Kat Roebuck
Patty Sayes

Sorrell Construction Equipment & 
Materials

State Farm Insurance—Kalen Bailey
State Farm Insurance—Wayne 

Reitmeyer
TDECU-Your Credit Union

The Facts
The Source Weekly

VCA Lake Jackson Animal Hospital
Victory Insurance Agency

Village of Jones Creek
U.S. Representative Randy Weber

Robert Worley
$75:

Eubanks & Company 2
$50:

ABC Realty
Brown Hearing Centers

Creekside Village Healthcare
Don Davis Delearships-LJ

Dottie Duby
Em-Print Company

Payroll Vault
Red Wing Shoe Store
Total Safety U.S., Inc.
Wal-Mart Super Center

$40:
Mayor Joe Rinehart

$25:
Brazosport Corporate Housing

Judge Jack Brown
Red Snapper Inn
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